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Canada’s Commitments
Aichi Target 11
 At the 2010 Conference of the Parties for the Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD), Canada and 195 other member states
adopted the Aichi Biodiversity Targets, including Target 11 that
focuses on protected areas:
 By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial and inland water areas
and 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, especially areas of
importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services, are
conserved through effectively and equitably managed,
ecologically representative and well-connected systems of
protected areas and other effective area-based conservation
measures, and integrated into the wider landscape and
seascape.
 Parties were urged to develop their own national targets in support of
the strategic plan using all Aichi targets as a guide.

Canada’s Commitments
Canada Target 1
 In 2015 and in response to the international Aichi Targets, Canada’s
federal, provincial, and territorial governments developed the “2020
Biodiversity Goals and Targets for Canada”, a set of 19 targets
covering issues ranging from species at risk to sustainable forestry to
connecting Canadians to nature. Target 1 states that by 2020:
 at least 17% of terrestrial areas and inland waters, and 10% of
marine and coastal areas of Canada are conserved through
networks of protected areas and other effective area-based
measures.
 Although not explicitly stated in Target 1, jurisdictions are
encouraged to:
•

Focus on areas that are ecologically representative and important for
biodiversity and ecosystem services, and to

•

Ensure that the conservation areas are well-connected, effectively &
equitably managed, and integrated into the wider landscapes and
seascapes.

Current Status of Protection
•

7 of 12 of FPTs have
almost completed
system plans, yet:
•

•

Only 10.6% of
Canada’s land and
freshwater is
protected, and trends
in biodiversity are not
positive

Work is needed on
quantitative and
qualitative targets
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P&Ts are Key

• PTs administer or jointly
administer over half of
Canada`s terrestrial
protected areas
•

55% or ~578,500 km2

• 89% of land is crownowned
• 48% provincial
• 41% federally managed

Illustration of crown vs private land, in Ontario

P / T Plans for Protection
Province

Targets

Date of
adoption

Target date

Alberta

12% of terrestrial area

1995

2000

British Columbia

12% of terrestrial area

1993

2000

Manitoba

12% of natural regions

1993

No date

Nova Scotia

12% of terrestrial area

2007

2015

Nova Scotia

Additional 1% beyond 12% (i.e. 13%) of
terrestrial area

2015

No date

Ontario

50% of Far North terrestrial areas and
inland waters

2010

No date

Prince Edward Island

7%

1991

No date

Québec

12% of terrestrial area

2011

2015

Québec

20% of the Plan Nord area

2015

2020

Québec

50% of the Plan Nord area

2015

2030

Saskatchewan

12% in each of 11 ecoregions

1997

2000

•

Current F, P, & T initiatives should achieve >11% by 2020

•

Potential/additionally planned protection could achieve > 16%, but not likely by 2020 because creating
traditional parks and protected areas takes time.



Therefore need additional options

Other Effective Area Based
Conservation Measures
•

Aichi Target 11 & Canada Target 1 recognize
that OECM’s can contribute to the recovery of
biodiversity and so should count towards the
Canada Target 1

•

OECM’s could include land trusts, municipal
parks & privately protected lands
•

While they will not likely contribute significantly to
the 17% target, they do typically play a major role
in qualitative targets, and conserving areas
important for biodiversity and ecosystem services,
and actively engage Canadians in conservation

•

However, new policy/legal tools needed

 OECM’s need to be defined & criteria
established to ensure appropriate and
consistent application

Indigenous Conservation Areas
 Growing international recognition of the
importance of Indigenous Conservation
Areas
 Formal recognition of existing and the
creation of new ICAs could contribute
significantly to Canada Target 1
 Could also support a renewed, nation to
nation relationship with Indigenous Peoples,
based on respect, cooperation,
partnership, and the recognition of rights
Fish drying in Edéhzhíe NWA © CWS
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A Pathway to Canada Target 1
 Continue to establish new ‘traditional’ parks by FPTs
 Establish criteria accounting for OECM’s
 land trusts, municipal parks, privately protected areas, etc.

 Work with Indigenous organizations to include ICA’s
 Share lessons learned & best practices
amongst jurisdictions (e.g., ecological
representation, equitable
management, etc.)
 …but leadership & collaborative
action is required!

Hiking in Jasper NP © PCA

F/P/T Pathway to Canada Target 1
On April 11, 2016, federal, provincial, and territorial Deputy
Ministers responsible for parks agreed to establish a working
group facilitated by the Canadian Parks Council (a FPT council)
to develop a plan to help outline how jurisdictions could
collaborate and contribute to conserving 17% of Canada’s
terrestrial and inland water areas by 2020+.

 Alberta Parks and Parks Canada
were tasked to co-chair the effort
 A National Steering Committee
has been established
 A draft terms of reference
Pathway to Canada Target 1 is
completed

Pathway to Canada Target 1
Objectives
Objectives:
 To encourage efforts among governing bodies and land
management partners to conserve at least 17% of terrestrial areas
and inland waters of Canada by 2020 through networks of protected
areas, Indigenous conservation areas, and other effective area
based conservation measures; and
 To develop implementation guidance for a coordinated terrestrial
network of protected areas and other conservation areas and
measures across Canada that are effectively and equitably
managed, well connected and integrated into the wider landscape,
include areas of importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services,
and that together achieve ecological representation; and
 To facilitate annual updates on progress towards achieving the
national target and implementing the guidance.

Pathway to Canada Target 1
Implementation Guidance
The implementation guidance will address:
1. Criteria for other effective conservation measures
2. Indigenous conservation areas
3. Ecological representation
4. Important areas for biodiversity and ecological services
5. Effective and equitable management
6. Connected and integrated conservation areas

Cape Breton Highlands National Park
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Pathway to Canada Target 1
 Achieving Canada Target 1 will be through collaboration and
collective action
 Many governmental departments/ministries, Indigenous
groups, communities, and organizations across Canada have
a significant interest and/or stake
 Developing the Call to Action and Implementation Guidance
will require:
 Advice from individuals representing a broad spectrum of perspectives
 Approval from appropriate government departments/ministries
 i.e., CPC, CWBSG, & departments not represented in either of those two FPT
committees

DEVELOPING GOVERNMENT
GUIDANCE / POLICY

Pathway to Canada Target 1
National Steering Committee (NSC)
 Responsibilities:
 Coordinate and steer process
 Provide government and land manager perspective
 Make final recommendations to Ministers (through CPC & CWBSG)

 Members:
 Co-chair: Scott Jones, Executive Director of Alberta Parks
 Co-chair: Nadine Crookes, Director of NRC, Parks Canada
 Peter Labor, Director of Protected Areas and Ecosystems, Nova Scotia
 Jason Travers, Director, Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, Ontario
 Grant Hogg, Director, ECCC
 Dawn Carr, Executive Director of Canadian Parks Council
 3 Indigenous representatives (Inuit, Métis, First Nations)
 1 Municipal government representative
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Canadian Parks
Council
Pathway to
Target 1
National
Steering
Committee

Government

Conservation
Wildlife &
Biodiversity
Steering Group

Coordination with Other
Initiatives
 ENVI Study on National Parks
 Indigenous and Northern Affairs tour and consultations on
‘ambitious conservation targets for Canada’s arctic’
 DFO bioregional consultation process on marine protected
area network planning
 International meetings:
 World Conservation Congress
(Sept 2016)
 COP 13 Convention on
Biological Diversity (Dec 2016)
 Implementation of FPT systems
plans
 CCEA work on OECMs

Pathway to Canada Target 1
Next Steps
 Complete Steering Committee
 Approval of final terms of reference
 Launch of initiative with public web site
 Aim for delivery of ‘Pathway to Canada Target 1’ by February
2018
 Responses to Pathway – post February 2018

Jasper National Park
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DEVELOPING GOVERNMENT
GUIDANCE / POLICY

CCEA: Independent Sciencebased Advice
 The CCEA was incorporated in 1982 as a national, non-profit
organization with a mission “to facilitate and assist Canadians with
the establishment and management of a comprehensive network of
protected areas representative of Canada’s terrestrial and aquatic
ecological natural diversity”.
 The CCEA is structured to encourage collaboration among its many
partners and collaborators. The Board of Directors is the managing
and decision-making authority that oversees and coordinates CCEA
activities. The Board seeks advice and assistance of representatives
of the jurisdictions, environmental non-governmental (ENGO)
organizations, academic institutions as well as a diverse range of
Associates.

