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National Marine Protected Areas Network 
Workshop – 2 November 2010

OBJECTIVES
 Moving forward with bioregional network 

planning (focus on steps 1-5 of 8-step 
process)

 Informing technical guidelines
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Discussion topics & outcomes
Step 1) Identify and Involve Stakeholders

 Moving beyond LOMAs: Governance models and 
options for including in technical guidelines
– Importance of inclusive and transparent process
– Building from LOMA governance structures
– Decision bodies (partner agencies), advisory bodies 

(stakeholders, ENGOs), public fora, web-based 
information sharing…



6

Step 2) Compile ecological and socio-economic 
data, geo-referenced for mapping

 Increased awareness of data needs and sources:
– Presentation on BC Marine Conservation Analysis by 

Living Oceans Society
 3 year, 1 million dollar, multi-agency (ENGO-Govt) 

project
 Atlas of ecological features + human uses for marine 

planning
 Role of Marxan in providing scenarios for discussion
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Step 3) Set network objectives for bioregion –
consistent with national network goals

 Process for taking an inclusive team approach to 
setting bioregional MPA network objectives (Pacific 
example):
– Bottom-up setting of strategic objectives, consistent 

with national framework goals, for all 4 Pacific 
bioregions

– Need for more specific, measurable objectives at the 
bioregional level of MPA network planning
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Step 3, cont.) Incorporating representativity
(representation) in MPA network design

 Recommended approach for the representativity
component of bioregional networks:
– DFO Science advice re. what the representativity

property is meant to achieve (represent the full range 
of ecosystems within an MPA network planning area), 
why it is important (insurance policy, natural control, 
heritage value), and necessary qualities (large size, 
adequate protection, contiguous & relatively intact)

– PC NMCA program’s contribution of representativity
(to protect outstanding natural areas + to represent 
each of 29 marine areas) – must have public outreach
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Steps 4 and 5) Set conservation targets, apply 
CBD design principles, review existing 
protected areas, perform gap analysis…

 What is an MPA in the context of MPA network?
– Need more rigorous criteria for screening potential 

MPAs and for distinguishing between network MPAs 
and contributory areas, especially with respect to 
fisheries closures

– Applications for reporting purposes and to understand 
their role in network planning
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Next steps

 Proceeding with bioregional network planning –
preliminary work planning for 2011-2012:

 As a minimum, bioregional network planners should 
be able to proceed with steps 1-3 in next fiscal year

 Aim to have a minimum of two bioregional action 
plans in place by 2012


