Canada’s Opportunity: Embracing Large
Landscape-scale conservation as a
solution to Climate Change

Alison Woodley
CPAWS
November 4, 2010

Mike Beedell/CPAWS




Photos: Nicolas Mainville




Present










Our vision is that Canada will set a new
and inspiring standard for the
conservation of nature...




...Where Canada protects the tapestr
of life in the Canadian landscape and
waterscape...

Credit: Lori Labatt




Gros Morne National Park, Newfoundland




And where at least 50% of Canada’s
public lands, freshwater and ocean
environments will remain

permanently wild for the public
trust.

Gwaii Haanas, B.C.




CPAWS Programs

Parks for Future
Generations




A big conservation vision is needed:

 To help ecosystems
survive and respond in
the face of climate
change. (adaptation)

prevent CO2 emissions
caused by their
exploitation.
(mitigation)







The Opportunity: Mitigation

Globally, the boreal forest is the
world’s largest terrestrial carbon
storehouse

Canada’s boreal stores about 186
billion tons of carbon, mostly
within soils and peatlands.

When this carbon is released into
the atmosphere by logging,
mining, peat extraction, oil and
gas and hydro-electric
development, it contributes to
global warming

Map prepared by Global Forest Watch Canada for the International Boreal
Conservation Campaign and the Natural Resources Defense Council




CPAWS and the International Climate
Change negotiations

e CPAWS is leading
international ENGO
efforts to ensure
rigorous accounting for
carbon emissions from
forestry incent the
protection of forests.




Caribou and carbon: The intersection of habitat
protection and climate change mitigation

e Habitat for Boreal
woodland caribou is
carbon rich boreal
forest.

By protecting caribou
we also fight climate
change










1,500 international scientists

ctio
half of Canada’s h of at least

Boreal Forest...

Canadian government push
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Ontario’s Far North

Commitment to
permanently protect at
least half (more than
225,000 sq km)

Community-based land
use planning

Woodland caribou, polar
bears

Fight climate change by
protecting stored carbon




Quebec’s Plan Nord

Commitment to exclude
all industrial activities
(forestry, mining, energy
production) from 50% of
the area covered by The
Plan Nord




Northwest Territories |

PROTECTED AREAS || "

e Community-based, science
supported

A broad partnership:
Aboriginal, federal, territorial
governments, NGOs, industry

Linked to broader landscape
level land use planning
T EMIES







Nations propose










The Canadian Boreal Forest Agreement:

An Historic Agreement Signifying a New Era of Joint Leadership
in the Boreal Forest

*9 environmental organizations and
21 member companies of the Forest
Products Association of Canada

*Work together towards six goals
over three years

*Explicitly recognizes constitutionally
protected Aboriginal and treaty rights
and legitimate interests and is
intended to be without prejudice to
and in accordance with those rights
and titles







Canadian Boreal Forest Agreement:
Six shared goals

World-leading on-the-
ground sustainable forest
management practices

Network of protected
areas

Recovery of species at risk,
including Boreal woodland
caribou

Wayne Sawchuck




Canadian Boreal Forest Agreement:
Six shared goals

Action on climate change as
it relates to forest
conservation and forest
product life cycles with the
goal of reducing greenhouse
gas emissions

Improved prosperity of the
Canadian forest sector

Recognition in the
marketplace for
environmental performance
(suspension of market
campaigns)







Emerging International Consensus




In Canada we need a more ambitious
and coordinated approach

Federal Speech from the Throne (2010)

“ build on the creation of more than 85,000
square kilometres of national parks and
marine conservation areas as part of its
national conservation plan”.




A Conservation Plan for Canada should...

. Set a bold new vision for conservation

. Protect large core areas of wildlife habitat in all regions
of the country

. Connect these together as a network through which
wildlife can move freely, regardless of jurisdictional
boundaries




A Conservation Plan for Canada should (2)...

Implement world leading standards for the
sustainable use of natural resources on the rest of
our land and oceans, thus positioning Canada as a
leader in the global “green” resource economy;

Conserve globally significant carbon stores

Include an integrated ecosystem monitoring
program linked to our protected areas network;

Honour our commitments to Aboriginal Canadians;
and

Engage a broad range of Canadians in conserving
our natural heritage.







